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Sakkal Kitab is a feature-rich, traditionally based text Naskh typeface with modern flair, cursive connections, and streamlined ligatures.
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Character Set - Regular
Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Maghribi and North African Arabic
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Examples of Static and Dynamic Ligatures



¢ Typeface Features

¢ Contextual features (applied automatically)

Isolated letter Heh is replaced with double looped
Heh for use in numbering and Hijri dates:

Jeem alternate when followed by ascending letter:
Ayn alternate when followed by ascending letter:
Teeth change height for legibility:

Dots below are shifted for better balance:

Hamza, dots, and marks are lowered or raised to
avoid collisions:

Small Shadda on Alef to avoid collisions if needed:
Short tail Reh and Waw for better legibility:

Lam connection to ascending final letters drops for
legibility & fidelity to traditional Naskh:

The length of returned Yeh varies based on context:
Second medial Heh shape changes to avoid
monotony and dark text color:

Proper Heh Goal form based on context:

Alternate Kaf shapes based on context:
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¢ Ligatures

Required ligatures form automatically:

Standard ligatures form automatically or by
selecting Ligatures from the Character menu based
on software application:

Three-letter ligatures are included for consistency,
elegance, and fidelity to traditional Naskh
conventions:

Traditional honorific ligatures in all weights:

&% Kerning

Kerning is applied for balanced spacing:

Numerals are kerned above subtending marks:

& Vowel Marks

The size of marks changes according to the
width of base letters; proper Fat-hatan tanween
positioned right of Alef whether typed on Alef or
on previous letter:

¢ Stylistic Alternate (applied manually)

Cursive vowel marks and short ornate brackets:
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& Typeface Features

¢ Stylistic Sets (applied manually)
SS01: Ligated and curved Alef-Lam, short

§S02: Ligated and curved Alef-Lam, long

SS03: Alternate Lam-Alef

SS04: Short tail Meem

$S05: Half swash (select examples of single
letters, two-letter ligatures, and three-letter
ligatures are shown. Kaf-Zinadi <= initial

and medial is also applied in this stylistic set)

SS06: Full swash (select examples of single
letters, two-letter ligatures, and three-letter
ligatures are shown. Kaf-Zinadi == initial

and medial is also applied in this stylistic set)
SS07: Extended swash (examples of single
letters, two-letter ligatures, and three-letter

ligatures are shown. Kaf-Zinadi == initial
and medial is also applied in this stylistic set)

§S08: Arabic Heh medial alternate I
$S09: Persian Heh medial alternate II
§S10: Urdu Heh Goal final alternate
SS11: Dotless Yeh isolated and final

SS12: Return Yeh tail (to be added later)
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SS13: Quranic orthography
(limited support)

SS14: Separated Shadda and Kasra marks

SS15: Reverse alternates

(applies original forms wihtout alternates)

Tatweel with two letter combinations
SS16: Tatweel Extension 1

SS17: Tatweel Extension 2

SS18: Tatweel Extension 3

SS19: Tatweel Extension 4

$S20: Tatweel Extension 5

Tatweel with three letter combinations
SS16: Tatweel Extension 1

SS17: Tatweel Extension 2

SS18: Tatweel Extension 3

SS19: Tatweel Extension 4

$S20: Tatweel Extension 5

Tatweel with four letter combinations
SS16: Tatweel Extension 1

SS17: Tatweel Extension 2

SS18: Tatweel Extension 3

SS19: Tatweel Extension 4

$S20: Tatweel Extension 5

Tatweel (stretch, applied manually)
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The same stretch effect shown in the above 5 stylistic sets can also be obtained by
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manually typing 1-5 Kashidas where kashidas are allowed:
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Urdu: Regular, Bold & Heavy
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Persian: Regular, Bold & Heavy
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Arabic: Regular, Bold & Heavy
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Quranic text with marks and
manual justification

Support for Quranic orthography is
limited. A version with full support
will be released at a later time.



adle 5L 3 oollal) A8, used
ool e Llaall g el 230, 1L lles
iy as olia¥l sl Lladly
G bl e 852, U ool 4.3,

C;L.c ) el g e e
e Alazd) Ll sud Ll
bl Cadoad Ay ;a8 )
AL bl B)lae ik s
33 A ey U & g
Ahalall bl )Lae 3 dlelaall Zu
Sl e e 2 ) bl
\_)LAJ\.;-\‘} Sl i cdiALAa.U d)_a.;-\
Aol L Ll e gy cdeaal)
NSRRI YT RCH U RO TR VSR S
sy ol al Ao 2l e oy N
asle it Ahelall colem 13 Le sodmd i3
3929 \.{}L_wij\ s ey LAy i 9
Hlelall dogn i s Lles ool 39
SR PINPA: | VO IESCNE FE g
- Cuj TR WP U W1
BBl dg8s bl il e sl

_.4)8&._

Justify all lines + Justification Alternates
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Justify all lines
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Justify with last line aligned right

Text justification in InDesign
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Manual justification
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Text auto justified in InDesign. Uses spaces only.
(from "Islamic Heritage Sites in Jordan,” GJU, 2020)
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Auto-justified text with manually applied stylistic

sets (marked in red) to selected words on lines
where there is excessive space between the words.

Improving auto justification with manual adjustments
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This approach results in more balanced text

distribution and color.

(smoother and more comfotrable reading)
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Sakkal Kitab

Sakkal Kitab is an exquisite traditional Naskh typeface that preserves the elegance
and beauty of calligraphic Arabic. Sakkal Kitab, ‘kitab’ meaning ‘book; is drawn in a
contemporary fashion while managing to seamlessly marry heritage with present-day
aesthetics. The calligraphic mastery and skill of the exemplar letterforms has been
beautifully carried into the digital fonts with remarkable grace and aplomb.

The first version of Sakkal Kitab was designed between 2015 and 2017 by Dr.
Mamoun Sakkal and Aida Sakkal, and licensed to Amazon for use in its Kindle
Arabic books in two weights. The first version had 1,002 glyphs. After updating and
expanding with numerous additions and improvements, the font now has 2,356
glyphs. The current version is a new release offered to the public for the first time
through Sakkal.com and exclusively through ILoveTypography.com.

Sakkal Kitab is available in five weights, rarely an option with such traditional
designs, and manages to retain its classic temper. With elegant cursive tatweel/
kashida connections in five widths and swashes in three lengths, it provides a wealth
of options for text justification and graceful compositions. It is ideal for setting long
text passages in books and magazines.

Cursive tatweel is the most challenging to properly design in an Arabic font but is
the most favored style for paragraph justification in long texts by users. Rather than
provide tatweel throughout the font and between all letters as commonly done in
similar fonts, Sakkal Kitab restricts tatweel to locations that produce pleasing text
compositions based on traditional calligraphic rules while still allowing the user to
extend manually as necessary.

Special attention was paid to keep the vertical proportions as small as possible
without sacrificing the beauty or distorting the proportions of letterforms. This
attention was also extended to the judicious selection of what ligature forms to use in
order to keep a pleasant rhythm and a calm, balanced energy in the composed text
while incorporating a large number of fine calligraphic letter pairings. To provide
such a large number of different combinations Sakkal Kitab makes extensive use

of OpenType’s capability for dynamic composition, covering over 18,000 carefully
considered ligature combinations that work harmoniously across all stylistic options.
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